










10

Microphones Used to enhance sound within the theatre.

Offstage The area of the stage which the audience cannot see.

Orchestra Pit An area below the stage where the musicians and conductor work during a show.

Patrons Audience members.

Pre-set The set and props that are in place before the show starts.

Pre-show Checks All final technical and creative checks that must be completed before the show can start.

Principals Members of the cast that play lead characters.

Props All the items used in a play to tell the story e.g. swords (props do not include the scenery or costumes).

Props Manager The person in charge of all the props and who usually works with them during a show.

Rehearsal This takes place before the live show to give the cast and crew an opportunity to practise their parts.

Resident Choreographer The person who makes sure that the dance moves stay true to the original choreography.

Resident Director The person who ensures the quality and level of creativity and professionalism from the cast and crew is maintained. 
Works on behalf of the show’s original director and ensures that the shows stay true to the original direction.

Rig Where all the lighting and sound equipment is hung.
When doing a ‘rig check’ the department will go through all the lights to make sure they are working, display the 
right colours at the right time and are able to change as and when necessary. With a sound rig check they will check 
all the speakers and microphones to make sure there is no feedback, broken cables, interference etc.

Running-Time The amount of time it takes to perform the play from beginning to end not including any breaks.

Set The setting of the stage for each act and all the physical things that are used e.g. scenery props.

Set Designer The person who designs the sets for the show.

Show Caller This person is the centre point of the entire physical production and they co-ordinate the show performance including 
the script, score and cueing all other crewed elements e.g. lighting and audio. They talk all the departments through 
the cues while the show is on, using headsets.

Slip Stage Large pieces of set which slide in from the wings or from upstage into position.

Sound Effects The noises which are produced to accompany a scene in a show.

Sound Manager/
Operator

The person who operates the sound for the show.

Stage The area the cast perform on, and which the audience can see.

Stage Left/Stage Right The areas of the stage are always from the actors’ point of view. Therefore, ‘stage left’ is on the actor’s left hand side 
as he/she is facing the audience.

Stage Manager The person who runs the rehearsal and the show itself and who liaises across all the other teams to make sure the 
entire show comes together successfully.

Stalls The lowest level of audience seating and closest to the stage.

The Call The time that an actor must report to the theatre for either a performance or rehearsal.

The ‘Book’ This contains a combination of the show script and score (music) plus all lighting, sound and crew cues.

The ‘Half’ Half an hour before the show starts.

Understudy An actor who studies the lines and blocking of a role, and is able to take over for the original cast member  
in an emergency.

Vocal warm-up This is when the cast rehearse their lines/songs just before a show.

Wardrobe Department This contains all the costumes and accessories used within the show.
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